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ST ANDREW AVELLINO, CONFESSOR

(A.D.   1608)

[See his life, written five years after his death, by F. John Baptist Castaldo, Pr. of his Order,
printed at Naples, 1613 ; also Historia Clericorum Regularium, authore Jos. de' Silos!
3 vols. fol., Romae, 1608, et Historia della Religione de' Padri Chierici Regolari dal P. Giol
Battista del Tuffo, 2 vols. in fol., Roma, 1609 ; likewise the bull of his canonization by
Clement XI published in the Bullar, t. x.]

ST ANDREW AVELLINO was a native of Castro Nuovo, a small town in the
kingdom of Naples, and born in 1520.   In his infancy he gave early tokens
of the most happy dispositions to virtue.    At school he had tlie fear of
God always before his eyes, and dreaded the very shadow of the least sin,
A beautiful complexion exposed his chastity to several snares and dangers,
which he escaped by assiduous prayer, mortification, watchfulness over
himself,  and care in shunning all dangerous  company.    After mature
deliberation he took the ecclesiastical tonsure, and was sent to Naples to
study the civil and canon law.    Being there promoted to the degree of
doctor in laws, and to the dignity of the priesthood, he began to plead
such causes in the ecclesiastical court as the canons allow clergymen to
undertake.   This employment, however, engrossed his thoughts, too much
dissipated his mind, and insensibly weakened his affection for holy medita-
tion and prayer.    A fault into which he fell opened his eyes and made
him see the precipice which lay before him.   Once, in pleading a cause in
a matter, indeed, which was of no weight, a lie escaped him for which,
upon reading these words of holy scripture, " The mouth that lieth killeth
the soul," he was struck with so great remorse and deep compunction that
he resolved immediately to renounce his profession and to give himself up
entirely to a penitential life and to the spiritual care of souls.   This he did
with so much ardour that his whole conduct was a model of perfect virtue.
The archbishop, judging no one more proper than Andrew to be the
director of souls that were engaged by the obligations of their state in the
career of evangelical perfection, committed to him the care of a certain
nunnery in that city.    The holy man's zeal for removing all obstacles to
the recollection of those spouses of Christ, in which consists the very
essence of their state and virtue, stirred up the malice and rage of certain
wicked men in the city, whom he had forbid being ever admitted to the
grate to speak to any of the nuns.   He once narrowly escaped death, with
which they threatened him, and another time received three wounds in his
face.    These injuries he bore with invincible meekness, being ready with
joy to lay down his life for the spiritual interest of souls and for the defence
of justice and virtue.    Out of an earnest desire of more readily attaining
to a perfect disengagement of his heart from all earthly things, in 1556 he
embraced, at Naples, the rule of the Regular Clerks, called Theatins, in